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Preſented the Firſt of January 1645. to the ö 
Reverend Aſſembly of DIVINES, fitting 
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755 our BIT Learacd; and R Religi ous 7 

tbren, the: Prolocutor, per the reſt © the 
Divines Aſſembled, and now ſitting at Weſt- 
minſter, ” Authority of Parliament : Theſe 
"Mw preſent. 


7 A and Shin 8 


E are exceedingly apprehenſive of the 
_ «© defirableneſs of our Churches Peace, 
and of the pleaſantneſs of Brethrens 

<6 « Unity, knowing that when Peace is ſet upon its 
proper Baſis, viz. Righteouſneſs and Truth, it is 
One of the beſt Poſſeſſions, both delectable and 
profitable: like Aaron's ointment, and the dew of 

Hermon. It is true by reaſon of different lights, 
CO and different fights among Brethren there may 
IF ; A 2 1 52 «Kbe 


(4) 


« be diſſenting in Opinion; yet, why ſhould there 


che any ſeparating. from Church-Communion? The 
„Churches Coat may be of diverſe colours, yet, 


„hy ſhould there be any rent in it? Have we not 


a Touchſtone of Truth, the good Word of God; 


« and when all things are examined by that word, 
c then that which is beſt may be held faſt; but firſt 


« they muſt be known, and then examined aſter- 


« ward, If our diſſenting Brethren after ſo many 
importunate intreaties would have been perſuaded 

(either in Zeal to the Truth, or in ſincere Love to 
« the Churches Peace, and Unity among Brethren, 


bor in reſpect to their own Reputation by fair and 

ingenuous dealing, or in Conſcience 4o their Pro- 
« miſe made with the Miniſters of London now five 
gears ſince, or any ſuch like reaſonable conſidera- 


*< tion) ar laſt to Hape given, us a full. narrative of 
6 their Opinions, and Grounds of their Separation, 
« we are perſuaded they would not have ſtood at 


s ſuch a diſtance from us as now they do: But they 


*« choſe rather to walk by their own private Lights 


e than to unboſome themſelves to us their moſt af- 


4 feftionate Brethren; and to ſet themſelves in an 


cc untrodden way of their own, rather than to wait 


what our Covenanted Reformation, according to 


« the word of God and examples of the beſt reform- 
ed Churches would bring forth. But the Offence 


 « doth not end here; it is much that our Brethren 
„ ſhould ſeparate from the Church, but that they 
e ſhould endeavour to get a warrant to Authorize 


« their Separation from it, and to have Liberty (by 


* drawing Members out of it) to weaken and diminiſb it, 
ill (ſo far as lies in them) they have brought it to no- 
bing; this we think to be plainly unlatwſul; yet this 


de underſtand is their preſent deſign and endeavour. 
_ © Wherefore (Reverend Brethren) having had ſuch 


large Experience of your Zcalof God's Glory, your 


care of his afflicted Church, your earneſt Endea- 
3, „ yours 


STEP 


« yours to promote the compleat Reformation of 


- «jt, and of their ready Concurrence with us in the 
Improvement of any means that might be found 


£< conducible to this end; we are bold to hint unto 


you theſe our enſuing W againſt the 9 a 


«© tion of Independency in this Church. 
1. The Deſires and Endeavours of Independents 


<< for a Toleration, are at this time extreamly un- 
_ << ſeaſonable and preproperous : for, 


I. The Reformation of Religion is not yet per- 


e fected and ſettled amongſt us, according to our 
Covenant. And why may not the Reformation 
a be raiſed up at laſt, to ſuch Purity, and Perfec- 
tion, that truly tender Conſciences may receive 
0 abundant ſatisfaction, for ought that yet appears? 


2, It is not yet known, what the Government 


of the Independents is, neither would they ever 


yet vouchſafe to let the World know, what they 


« hold in that point, though ſome of their Party, 


have been too forward to challenge the London 


«© Petitioners as led with blind Obedience, and pinning S 


„ their fouls upon the Prieſt*s ſleeve, for deſiring an 
«© Eſtabliſhment of the Government of Chriſt, be- 
fore there was any Model of it extant. 


We can hardly be perſuaded, that the Inde. 


40 pendents themſelves (after all the ſtirs they have 
made amongſt us) are as yet fully reſolved about 
 & their own way, wherewith they would be concluded, 


« ſeeing they publiſh not their Model (though they 
„are nimble enough in publiſhing other things) and 
e they profeſs Reſerves, and new Lights, for which. 


they will (no doubt) expect the like Toleration, 
and ſo in infinitum, it were more ſeaſonable to 
move for Toleration, when once they are poſitive- 
« ly determined how far they mean to go, and where 


«« they mean to ſtay. 


11; « Their defires and 3 are een 
66 [Ie and unequal i in divers Tens” 


% Hartly 
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10 60 Partly becauſe no ſuch T. oleration | 


« hitherto been eſtabliſhed (ſo far as. we waa in 


any Chriſtian State by the Civil Magiſtrate. 


£2 2. „ Partly, beca; 3 1p a of them, aue folemaly. 
40 profeſt, that HO cannot ſuffer Pref albytery; N 
<« anſwerable hereunto is their rait in 1 tho places 1 


he | We Independency prevails. . 


3. And 75 becauſe 40 rar 0 Som, and. 
Faries, who 7 Free born as well as 
bey, and have done as gtad ſervice as they to be 
&« Publick (as they uſe to plead) will be counted Tnjuſtice 
% and great Partiality; but to grant it unto all, wil 5 


«ſcarce be clear'd from great Impiety. . 
5 Independency is a Schiſm. 


3 Independents do depart from FRY 


« 6 es, and ſo acknowledg by y themſelves. 


2. * They draw and Feduce our Members from 


00 our Congregations. 


3. ** They ereli ſeparate 0 ongregations, under 4 


+08 7 5 rate and undiſcovered Government, , 


4. They refule Communion with our Church- 


« es in the Sacraments, 


5. Their Miniſters refule t to Preach among us 


„as Officers. 


6. Their Members, if at any time they join 
„with us in hearing the Word and Prayer, 1 
++ they do it not as with the Miniſterial Word 1 . 


„Prayer, nor as acts of Church-Communion. 


Now we judge that no Schiſm is to be to- 


lerated in the Church * &iopalGy 1 Cor. 1. 10. 


n Car. 12. 25. Woke om. 6. 17. with 1 
« Car, 3. 3. . 5,4 


IV. Many michi will en follow 
upon this Toleration, and that both to Church ; 


and Commonwealth. © 
| Firſt to the Church, as 5 


„ch. iges. 


I. Cauſeleſ 


« and Congregations, 
2. Our Peoples minds will be troubled, and i in 


1. Cauſeleſs and 1 Revolts from our Miniftry 


&« danger to be ſubverted, as Acts 15. 24. 


| % Bitter beart- burnings among Brethren toi! 
40 55 fomented, and perpetuated to Poſterity, 


4. The godly, painful, orthodox Miniftr Y, will 


— bs diſcouraged and deſpiſed. 
5. The life and power of Godlineſs will be eaten out : 
© by frivolous diſputes, and vain janęlings. 


6. The whole courſe of Religion in private Families 
4 mill he interrupted and undermined, 


7. Reciprocal Duties between perſons of nearet and 
„ deareſt Relations will be exireamly violated. 


8. The whole work of Reformation, eſpecially in 


« Diſcipline and Government will be retarded, difturb- 


« 2d, and in danger of being utterly fruſtrate and void, 


4 whilſt every perſon ſhall have liberty, upon every 
trivial diſcontent at Preſbyterial Government and 
ce Churches, to revolt from us, and liſt themſelves in 


c ſeparated Congregations, 


9. All other Sefts and Hereſies in the Kingdom 


« will be encouraged to endeavour the like Toleration. 
10. All other Sefts and Hereſies in the Kingdom 
ee will ſafeguard and ſhelter themſelves under the wings 


, Independency, and ſome of the Inde pendents in 
« their Books, have openly avowed, that they plead 


« for Liberty of Conſcience as well for others, as for 
& themſelves. 


11. And the whole Church of England, in | Poor! 


lime will be ſwallowed up with deſtruction and con- 


* fuſion. And God is not The Author of vs ton but 
* of Peace, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 


1 Secondly to the 88 for* 


„ the miſchiefs in the Church will have their 
e proporttonable influence upon the Commonwealth. 


2, *$ The 


— mung a 232 — — 
? "«- — ä 


— — — . * 1 A. — * 
s rann k 
* „ V Ws Ra a bes 


* * 2 —— — — — 3 3 r 
E DS Gs 3 
n_— 4 a — — 


4 — — — — 


9.) 


«© The Kingdom will be wofully weakened by 


ce 299000 and Diviſions; ſo that the Enemies of it, both 
* domeſtical and foreign, will be encouraged to Plot 


and practice againſt i. 
3. It is much to be doubted, leſt the prever of the 
« Magiſtrate, ſhould not only be weakened, but even 


s utterly overthrown, conſidering the principles and 
practices of Independents, together with their com- 
e pliance with other Sectaries, n. known to be 


5 Anti- Maęitratical. 


V. « Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant 5 
« and inconſiſtent with that ſolemn League and 
ce Covenant, for Reformation and Defence of Reli- 
« gion, which not only both Houſes of Parliament, 
but alſo perſons of all ſorts in both Kingdoms of 
England and Scotland, have ſubſcribed, and with 
« 1 lifted up to the moſt high God have ſworn: 
„ which Covenant likewiſe, both you, and we, 
« and thoſe that moſt earneſtly purſue the Eftabliſh- 
ment of Toleration, have made (or ſhould have 
made) in the preſence of almighty God, the Searcher 
& all hearts with a true intention to perform the ſame, 


& as we ſhatl anſwer at that great day, when the Se- 
« crets of ail Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. for 


1. This is oppoſite to the Reformation of Religion, 


8 according to the word of God, and the example of the 
_« beſt reformed Churches, Article K 

2. It is deſtructive to the three Kingdoms neareſt 

conjunction and uniformity in Religion and Govern- 


« ment, which might lead us and our Poſterity after 


« us as Brethren to live in Faith and Love. Art. 1. 


3. © It is plainly contrary to that Extirpalion of 2 


„ Schiſm and whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to 
« found Doctrine, and the Power of Godlineſs, which 


<< we have ſworn ſinceraly, really, and conſtantly to 


3 endeavour i bolt rar of perfons,.. 


4. Hereby 


( 9): 


4. © Hereby ave ſhall be involved in the guilu of 


© other Mens "Sins, and thereby be Nangered 10 
i receive of their Plagues, Art. 2 


G. ** It ſeems utterly impoſſi ble Gf uch Tleration 


ce ſhould be granted) that the Lord ſhould be one, 
N and his Name one in the three Kingdoms, Art. 2. 
6. FJhis will 'palpably hinder the Reformation 
ce of Religion, inevitably divide one Kingdom from 
* another and unbappily make Factions and Parties 
among the People contrary to this League and 
&« Covenant; of which evil Offices, whoſoever ſhall 
« be found guilty, are reputed in the Words of the 
Covenant Incendiaries, Malignants and evil In- 


& ftruments, to be diſcovered, that they may be 


* brought to publick Trial, and receive * 
6 „e. Art, 4. S 5. 


; « Theſe are ſome of the many CobSleraridhe? 
«© which make deep Impreſſions upon our Spirits, 

„ apainſt that great Diana of Independents, and 
« all the Sectaries ſo much cryed up by them 
in theſe diſtracted Times, viz. A Toleration, 


& a Toleration. And however, none ſhould have 


& more rejoyced then our ſelves in the Eſtabliſh- 


% ment of a Brotherly, Peaceable, and Chriſtian 
accommodation: yet this being utterly reject- 


*« ed by them, we cannot diſſemble how upon 
« the fore-mentioned Grounds, we deteſt and 
„ abhor the much endeavour'd Toleration. Our 


« Bowels, our Bowels are ſtirred within us, and 


i we could even drown our ſelves in Tears, when 
« we call to Mind, how long, and ſharp 4 La 
„vel this Kingdom hath been in for many Years 
together, to bring forth that bleſſed Fruit of 
a pure and perfect Reformation; and now at 
5 laſt after all our . and Dolours and Ex- 
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(10) | 
« pectations, this real and through Reformation, 
« js in danger of being ſtrangled in the Birth by 


6a lawleſs Toleration, that ftrives to be brought 
4 forth before it. 


| 4 Wherefore (Reverend and Beloved Bre- 
c thren) we could not ſatisfy our ſelves, till we 
had made ſome Diſcovery of our Thoughts 


© unto you about this Matter, not that we can 


<« harbour the leaſt Jealouſy of your Zeal, Fide- 
« lity, or Induſtry in the oppoling, and exter- 8 
4 rating of ſuch a Root of Gall and Bitterneſs, 


as Toleration is and will be, both in preſent 
e and future Ages; but that we may what lies 
in us, endeavour mutually to ſtrengthen one 


s anothers Reſolutions, againſt the preſent grow- 

« ing Evils, and that our Confciences may not 
* ſmite us another Day for ſinful Silence, or 

„ ſluggiſh Deficiency in any point of Duty, 

<« tending to the Glory of Chriſt, Honour of 


ce the Truth, Peace of the Church, Perfection 
« of Reformation, Performance of our Cove- 


c nant, and Benefit of preſent and 1 


1 Generations. 171 


From Sion- Colledee 
Lond, Decemb. 
18. 1645. 


Su bſcribed by Us your ir afſeAionate Bibs: 


and Fellow-Labourers in the Work of the | 


| Miniſtry, to whom Truth and Peace is 
very precious. 


. 


i | 


[ 11 ] 


The Names of thoſe eminent Divines, 
_ whoſe Teftmmomies 6 are recited, are 
48 Jolloweth, viz 


Dr. Cornelius Burch. 
Mr. Jobn Ward. 

Mr. William Good. 
Mr. Thomas Thorotugood. 
M. Humpbrey Hardwick. 


Mr. Arthur Salwey, 4 
Mr. William Reyner. 4 
Mr. Thomas Caſe. 1 
| Mr. John Lightfoot. 1 
bs Mr. Thomas Watſon. 4 
Mr. George Hughes. 1 
Mr. Edmund Calamy. i] 
Mr. Richard Baxter. 1 
Mr. Thomas Horion. -i| 
Mr. Lazarus Seaman. © 5 :i1 
A 
Mr. Richard Vines. 925 J 
Mr. Simeon Aſh. © 1 
Mr. James Cranford, if 
Mr. Thomas Edwards. 1. 
4 
i 
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"THE 


TESTIMONIES 


Of the fore-mentioned 


DIVINES 


AGAIST 


TOLERATION: 


Dr. Corn. Bars” 5 Sermon before the Houſe of 


Commons, Nov. 5, 1641. Pag. 60. London 


prinied for C. Meredith at the Crane i in St, 


Paul's Church Tard 1641. 


— 'J IVE me Lani 1 beſeech you, to . 
freely to you; [ will do it humbly 


to. 


At your firſt fitting down, you expreſſed ma- 


ny brave and noble Reſolutions, of giving 
God's Buſineſs the Precedency of all other your 


Affairs: And your Beginnings promiſed much. 
Howbcit, I know not how it comes to pals, 


but ſo it is, that God's Work lies yet undone. 
Matters of Religion lie a bleeding; all Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline of the Church is laid in 
her Grave, and all putredinous Vermine of 


bold Schiſmaticks and frantick Sectaries glory 


1 „5 — 


1 , 9—„̃» —— 


[a3] 


in her Aſhes, making her Fall, their own Riſe- 


ing to mount our Pulpits, to offer ſtrange Fire, 

to expel the graveſt, ableſt, and moſt eminent 

_ Miniſters in the Kingdom; (if not out of their 
Pulpits yet) out of the Hearts of their People, 
as a Company of weak Men, Formaliſts, Time- 
| ſervers, no Miniſters of Chriſt, but Limbs of An- 
lichriſt, having no Calling except from the De- 
vil; and to forſake our Aſſemblies as Babylo- 


niſh and Anlichriſtian ; ſo as in ſhort Time they 


will not leave us the Face of a Church. And 
yet 70 Courſe is taken to ſuppreſs their Fury, and 
to reduce them to Order, which (as Things now 


ſtand) will never. be, till you put your Hands 
to the Cure. Pag. 63. I beſeech you therefore, 


in the Name of that great God, whom you ſerve, 
and who hath hitherto bleſt you, and for the Peace 


and Proſperity of this Church and Kingdom, 


to reſume and purſue your firſt Thoughts of ſet- 
ting up God and his Ordinances, as becomes 


you in a regular way Pag. 64. that our Church 
and the Government thereof may be no longer 
laid waſte, and expoſed to Confuſion, under the 


. plauſible Pretence of not forceing Mens Conſci- 


_ ences, To put all Men into a Courſe of Order 
and Uniformity, in God's Way, is not to force 


the Conſcience ; but to ſet up God in his due 
Place, and to bring all his Pcople 1 into the Paths 


of Righteouſneſs and Life. 


Sermon before the Commons at a publick F aft, 


March 30, 1642. Pag. 35. 


Be there none of you that foreſee the fatal 
g Miſchiefs of leaving all Men to their Liberties 


in the Things of God, and yet want Hearts to 
wes Mo 
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[14]. 

uſe your Skill and Intereſt, to make Haſte to 
| ſettle Matters of Religion, leſt you come too 
late with a Remedy when the Diſcaſe is grown 
incurable, and the Kingdom grown to that 
Paſs (as the grave Hiſtorian noted of old Rome) 


that it can neither bear the Malady, nor endure 


the Cure. Pag. 64. Do you not ſee or hear daily 

the Diſorders, Sefts, Rents, and Schiſms that 

every where bud forth already, and threaten all 
Order, Unity, and Governments: Give the 
Water but a Paſſage without ſpeedy making up 
the Banks, and you know how ſome whole Seas 
will break in upon us, and render all irrecovera- 
ble and incurable. If one Difficulty occur to 
day, it will be doubled, yea multiplyed to mor- 


row. There is no Hydra ſo fertile of Heads, as 


Error and Schiſm grown to ſome Strength and 


M,Laturity, it will aſk you but a ſhort Time of 
Connivences afterwards: There will be no curb- 
ing nor ſhameing of it. Nothing is ſo confident 
as Ignorance, impudent as Falſhood, and catch- 

ing as Errors. . 7 


Sermon bare the Commons at a publick Tat, A- 
pry 30, 1645. Pag. 55 and N 


Take Heed of thoſe Spirits of Error, who 
with fair, (ſpecious, pargetted, glocing Words) 
ſeek to make Merchandize of you, beguiling 
_ unſtable Souls. Beware of thoſe Compliances 
with, and Indulgences to all Sorts of Sects and 
 Schiſms now pleaded for, both by Word and 
Writing, as it were a Part of Chriſt's Legacy, 

und his Peoples Liberty to be of what Religion 
they will; to be tolerated in any Opinions never 
fo erroneous and pernicious (until further — 


121571 
That it is the Magiſtrate's Duty to protect 
them in that Liberty; and that the e 
thereunto 1s to perſecute Chriſt. 
Hath God inſerted this as one main Bench 
N of his grand Covenant with his People under the 
1 Goſpel, I will give them one Heart and one 
: Way that they may fear me for ever, Fer. xxxii. 
9. that is, that they may all call upon the 
| of the Lord to ſerve him with one Con- 
ſent; Zeph. iii. 9. Did Chriſt aſcend up on 
high and give Gifts unto Men, and gave ſome 
Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Evange- 
liſts; and ſorne Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
Perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 
_ Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, 
till we all come, «s # nr PT Ti5*ws, into the 
3 Unity of the Faith; and, is it Perſecution, and 
41s Antichriſtianiſm to engage all to Unity and U- 
= bf niformity ? Doth Paul bid the Philippians to be- 
ware of the Conciſion? Phil. iii. 2. Doth he 
beſeech the Romans to mark thoſe which cauſe 
| Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine 
which they had learned, and to avoid them; 
and that upon this Ground, that they who are 
ſuch, ſerve not the Lord Jeſus, but their own 
| bellies, however, by good Words and fair 
Speeches they deceive the Hearts of the Simple? 
Rom. xvi. 17. Doth he, writing to the Gala- 
tians, with, I would they were even cut off that 
trouble you? Gal. v. 12. And is it ſuch an hei- 
nous Offence now, for the faithful Servants of 
Chriſt, to adviſe you to the ſame Courſe? O 
Heavens! be aſtoniſhed at this; and bluſh for 
the Ignorance of ſome, and Impudence of others, 
that dare ſo boldly preſs for ſuch a Toleration, 
which none but vain deſtructive Thoughts of 


carnal 
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carnal Men can look upon, without Indignation g 
and Horror. | 
Beware how you hearken to theſe Empiricks 
and Syrens, who ſeek to charm the World in- 
to a deep Sleep, by preſenting their Confidence 
of a Neceſſity of complying with all Sorts of 
Sectaries, yea of truſting the Sword in their 
Hands, and to defer the Settling of Matters 
of Religion during the War, for fear of 
loſing the godly Party (as [too many proudly 
ſittile themſelves, by way of Difference from all 
t that are not of their Opinions and Ways) what 
is this but to teach God a new Form of Politicks, 
to proclaim, that is not always ſafe to hold out 
the Truth of the Goſpel, and to command all 
Mien to embrace it, but much ſafer to halt be- 
tween two Opinions? Belike Jab went be 
yond his Bounds, when after himſelf had ſworn 
a ſolemn Covenant to the Lord, he made all 
Judah and Benjamin to ſtand to it, and made all 


that were preſent in rael to ſerve the Lord 
their God, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 32, 33. and Aſa 


much more, when he drew all the People into 
a Covenant, that whoſoever would not ſeek the 
Lord God of I/az!, ſhould be put to death, 
whether ſmall or great, Man or Woman, 
2 Chron. xv. 13. But the ample and tranſcen- 
dent Commendations which the Lord gives unto 
theſe pious Kings, eſpecially i in reference to their 


Sincerity, and Zeal in reforming and ſettling of 


Religion in one uniform Way, may ſufficiently 


warrant and encourage all religious Magiſtrates, 
to take Care that all under their Government, 


ſhould all ſerve the Lord with one Shoulder; this 


being not a Tyranny over Men, but the Privi- 
lege of the Karrer Beware yet, at laſt, of that 


Thooghr, 


— 


Fxhortation to judg 
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Thought, that it is not yet-Time to build the Lord's 
Houſe, Judab paid dear for this, as I have here- 


tofore ſhewed you at large, on P/alm Ixxvi. 10. 


and in my former Sermon on this Text; and 
therefore ſhall ſpare my ſelf and you the Pains 


of enlarging at the preſent. Settle this in your 


Hearts; God's Truth, the true Worſhip and 
_ Diſcipline of Chrift, ſer up and eſtabliſhed in one 
uniform Way, never prejudiced any Nation or 
State (where it had free Paſſage) in the leaſt. 
Degree, but hath ever been their Safety, Hap- 
pineſs, and Honour, It is Error (how much 


ſoever cried up) not Truth, (how much ſoever 


cried down and bliſphemed) that makes and fo- 
ments Rents and Factions. 


- John Ward of Ipſs ich in his Sie before 
the Commons, March 26, 1645. Pag. 49: : 


London, printed for C. Meredith, 1645. 


Fan and belred, yet another Word of 
ge for God, and as God 
judgeth; 1. for God: There are Matters of 


God, as well as Mattersof the King or Kingdom, 


the Care whereof mult be upon you as well as up- 
on us; his Church, his Kingdom, his City, his 
ae his People, his Spouſe, his Children, his 
Body; ye as nurſing Fathers, mult tender the 
Good and Welfare of them, that they may find 
Harbour, an Protection, enjoy their juſt Pri- 


vileges and Liberties, wherewith Chriſt had 
made them 'ree: Not ſuch Licentiouſneſs as is 


abuſed for a Cloak of Naughtineſs. Ye muſt 
ſee to Order and Unity amongſt them, that 
there be no Rents and Schiſms; "ſurely our Sa- 
vigur that aſcended | into Heaven, and gave Gilts 
to 
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to Men, ſome Apoſtles, Sc. that we might all . 


meet in the Unity of Faith; and hath divers 


Times, and after ſundry Manners, given that 


very Thing in Charge to his Miniſters, would 
not have the Magiſtrates left at large from pro- 
viding, and Endeavouring, that ſpeaking or 
following the Truth in Love, we may grow 
up, making Increaſe by Ann our {elves and 


one another in Love. 
Ye muſt do that, which we are to pray that ye 
| do, viz, Take a Courſe that Chriſtians may live 


in a peaceable and quiet Life in Godlineſs and 


Honeſty, not in Strife and Contention. 


There is — his Name, it may not be blaſ- 5 
phemed, diſhonoured. This Day , it muſt be 


ſanctified. 


Pag. 50. This GalpeL Ye have Authority, 


and it is your Duty to provide that it be duly 
preached : That it be truly taught: Not blended, 


adulterated, made another Goſpel. This Wo 
ſhip; it muſt not be corrupted by Idolatry, Su- 
perſtitious Innovalions, leſt God be worſhipped in 


vain whilſt they teach for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men. This Miniſtry; it ought to 
be purged, planted, Lights ſet up in every 
Bow! of the Candleſtick, encouraged, maintain- 
ed, and abetted in the Work of the Lord. 


Theſe Sacraments ; it is your Honour as your 
Duty to ſee that they be kept pure in the Cele- 
bration and Miniſtration of them. There is a 
Booker-caſe for it. Numb. ix. 7. There were 


certain Men, c. But if this be not full, the Pre- 


ſidents, 2 Chron. Chap. xv. Chap. xxx. and Chap. 


xXxxv. will rule the Caſe for the Civil Magiſtrate, 


and make out this: That where the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of the Church doth not, or cannot Pre- 


val, 


119 1 


bail, the Magiſtrate muſt interpoſe his coercive 


Power for Reſtraint and Remedy. — In a Word: 


God hath many Things amongſt us that muſt be 
protected and maintain'd; and the Matters of 
Cod have many Adverſaries which mult be watch- 
| ed, and ſuppreſſed ; for ye bear not the Sword 
in vain, ye are God's Miniſters attending conti- 
nually upon this very Thing. Magiſtrates and 
Miniſters have (as ye ſee) one common Style of 
Office; that ye in the Place, and we in our Fun- 


Etion and Order, ſhould mind and promove the 


Things of God; ye by the Sword and we by the 
Word; you are Keepers of both Tables, the 
firſt and great Commandment, as well as the ſe- 
cond that is like unto it, both come ſometime as 
Occaſion is, under your Cognizance. 8 
Pag. 51. And ye know what a Brand ſticks to 
this Day upon Gallio (though an Heathen Magi- 
ſtrate) that he cared not for the Matters of the . 


Law and Worſhip, (according to the Law) 
when Queſtion was brought; no, though there 


were Inſurrections and Tumults upon that Occa- 
ſion: And for Gamalie!'s Counſel, Refrain from 
theſe Men and let them alone : for if this Counſel or 
this Mork, be of Men, it will come to nought 3 but 
Fit be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye 

be found even 10 fight againſt God. Thoꝰ ithe 64) 
within the Bible, yet it is not of like Authority 
with one of Solomon's Proverbs or Maxims of 


Policy : It hath no otherwiſe the Approbation of 


God for good, than the Deſign of Pharaoh, or 
the crafty Counſel of Achilopbel, which are alſo 
recorded in the Scripture : It will not conſiſt with 

ther Rules of the Word, and it hath heen con- 


demned as unſound, and unſafe by many godly 
wiſe Men; we have more ſure Words of Scri- 
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to Men, ſome Apoſtles, Sc. that we might all . 


meet in the Unity of Faith; and hath divers 


Times, and after ſundry Manners, given that 
very Thing in Charge to his Miniſters, would 
not have the Magiſtrates left at large from pro- 
viding, and Endeavouring, that ſpeaking or 
following the Truth in Love, we may grow 
up, making Increaſe by ey ing our ſelves ang 
one another in Love. . 
Ve muſt do that, which we are to pray that ye 
do, viz. Take a Courſe that Chriſtians may live 
in a peaceuble and quiet Life in Godlineſs and 
Honeſty, not in Strife and Contention. "6 
There is — his Name, it may not be blaſ- 
phemed, diſhonoured. This Day, it muſt be 
ſanctified. 
Pag. 50, This Goſpel. Ye have Authority, 
and it is your Duty to provide that it be duly 
preached: That it be truly taught: Not blended, 
adulterated, made another Goſpel. This Wo- 


ſhip; it muſt not be corrupted by IdoJatry, Su- 


perſtitious Innovations, leſt God be worſhipped in 
vain whilſt they teach for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men. This Miniſtry; it ought to 

be purged, planted, Lights ſet up in every 
| Bow! of the Candleſtick, encouraged, maintain- 


ed, and abetted in the Work of the Lord. 


Theſe Sacraments ; it is your Honour as your. 

Duty to ſee that they be kept pure in the Cele- 
bration and Miniſtration of them. There is a 
| Booker-caſe for it. Numb. ix. 7. There were 
certain Men, c. But if this be not full, the Pre- 


ſidents, 2 Chron. Chap. xv. Chap. xxx. and Chap. 


xxxv. will rule the Cafe for the Civil Magiſtrate, 

and make out this: That where the Doctrine and 

D of the Church doth not, or cannot 5 
vall, 


oat 


ail, the Magiſtrate muſt interpoſe his coercive 


Power for Reſtraint and Remedy. — Ina Word : 
God hath many Things amongſt us that muſt be 


þ ana and maintain'd; and the Matters of 


od have many Adverſaries which mult be watch- 


ed, and ſuppreſſed ; for ye bear not the Sword 
in vain, ye are God's Miniſters attending conti- 


nually upon this very Thing. Magiſtrates and 


Miniſters have (as ye ſee) one common Style of 
Office; that ye in the Place, and we in our Fun- 
 Etion and Order, ſhould mind and promove the 


Things of God ; ye by the Sword and we by the 


Word; you are Keepers of both Tables, the 


firſt and great Commandment, as well as the ſe- 
cond that is like unto it, both come ſometime as 
Occaſion is, under your Cognizance. 

Pag. 51. And ye know what a Brand ſticks to 


this Day upon Gallio (though an Heathen Magi- 
ſtrate) that he cared not for the Matters of the 


Law and Worſhip, (according to the Law) 
when Queſtion was brought ; no, though there 
were Inſurrections and Tumults upon that Occa- 


ſion: And for Gamaliel's Counſel, Refrain from 
theſe Men and let them alone : for if this Counſel or 


this Wark, be of Men, ii will come to nought ; but 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt haply ye 


be found even lo fight againſt God. Tho' it be found 
within the Bible, yet it is not of like Authority 
with one of Solomon's Proverbs or Maxims of 
Policy: It hath no otherwiſe the Approbation of 
God for good, than the Deſign of 1 
the crafty Counſel of boat which are alſo 
recorded in the Scripture : It will not conſiſt with 
ther Rules of the Word, and it hath been con- 
demned as unſound, and unſafe by many godly _ 


haraoh, or 


wiſe Men; we have more ſure Words of Scri- 
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pture, out of which we draw the Doctrine 
of the Magiſtrates Power and Duty in the 
Matters of God and Religion, than the looſe 
Speech of ſuch a Neutraliſt and Time ſerving 
Politician as Gamalie! was. Go on therefore, 
I beſeech you, as you began; take us the little 

Foxes as well as the ravening Wolves ; Theſe be 
they who ſeparate themſelves, ſerfual; not ha- 
ving the Spirit. They boaſt indeed (much) of 


5 the Spirit, but they manifeſtly do the Works of 


the Fleſh, They plead for Liberty, but it is Li- 
_ centiouſneſs. Liberty of Conſcience they term it, 
but it is Liberty of Practice, that every Man 
may do what is good and right in his dwn Eyes: 
They pretend to nothing but Piety and Godli- 
neſs, and ſeem as if they would be content if they 
might but have a bare Subſiſtence in the Profef- 
ſion of it. So did the Jeſuits to Learning, when 
they firſt appeared upon the Stage, but wheñ they 
had once inſinuated themſelves into the good O- 
pinion of Princes and States, how well they an- 
ſwered the Expectations, and requited the Kind- 
neſs of thoſe who nurſed them up, all the Chri- 
ſtian World ſees and feels to their Coſt at this 
Day. They aſk but Connivence- and Toleration, 
but if they once meet in a Confluence, and find 
_ themſelves ſtrong enough to run in a Stream; let 
but a Damm be pitch'd down to reſtrain or op- 
poſe their Madnefs, or Men follow not on, to 


1ndulge and gratify their Humour, it would ſoon 


appear, whether or no they rage and ſwell and 
get over, or bear down afore them all that ſhould 
ſtand in their Way, They did ſeem awhile to 
cry up the Order of Parliaments and of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and have their Perſons in Admira- 
tion, but meerly for Advantage, that ſo they 
may get above all Eccleſiaſtical Authority; 0 
when 


= " 3 
when they are once up to their Height, what they 
will do with the Ladder, they hope to climb and 
aſcend by, is not hard to conjecture ; they rec- 
kon themſelves the Wheat in the Field, and when 
once they are ripe, they will eaſily be content 
to have all that threſhed off, by which they re- 
_ ceived their Growth. Ye have heard of the Fa- 


dle of the Snake and the Countryman that brought 


it unto the Fire; I ſhall not need to apply it, al- 


ready they begin to remove the old Land Marks 


and ſtraiten their Bounds, they deny their Claim 
up to an high Water Mark, and make their 
Banks, and incloſe for themſelves to the very 


Channel Side: But whether it be holden fit or 


ſeaſonable that theſe Libertines be decried; for 
my Part, I cannot yet diſcover by any Activeneſs 

to ſuppreſs them: only ſeeing the Evil and fore- 
ſeeing the Miſchief, I have given the Warning, 
that at leaſt I may deliver mine own Soul. I 


pray God the Remedy be not deferred till it be 


too late, and ye be driven to play an After-game 
to an extreme Hazard and Diſadvantage. 


Mr, William Good's Sermon before the Commons, 


; March 26, 1645. Pag. 36. London, Print- | 


for G. Mere, 1945 
I doubt not but your Souls abhor that bloody 


| Tenet to the Souls of Men, That it is the Duty 
of the Magiſtrate to tolerate all Religions. You 


have carried out the Duſt behind the Door, and 


this Opinion will bring all the Mire in the Streets 


into the Hodſe of God again. 


Cambyſes had a Luſt to marry his Siſter, 


and his Counſellors told him, there was no Law 


whereby to do it: But withall they told him, 


there was a Law that the Kings of Perſia might do 
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what they liſt ; and by this he might mary his 


Siſter. What i is it that ſhall be unlawful, if this 


be lawful, for evety Man to make a Law and Res 
| ligion for bimſetf? 


Put ſome Stop by your Authority to the 


Growth of Errors, that are deſtructive to the 
Power of Godlineſs, and let not this ſuſpend your 
Sanction, becauſe ſome that broach them pretend 
to Gadlinefs 3 an Enemy the more like he i is to a 
Friend, the more dangerous. 


| A. Thomas Thorowgood's Sermon 1000 4 *; > 
COR: at a folemn Faſt, Ds 25, 1044: | 
Pag. 10. His Text, Phil. iv. 5. Let 50 
Mas ai be known unto all Men. | Landon 
printed for Chr. Meredith 1645. 


The third Uſe of Confutation; it is of the 
| Remonſtrants, Arminians, and Socinians.,, who 
endeavour from my Text, to get Countenance 


for that Babyloniſþ Error, the Allowance of all 


Opinions, as if becauſe. the Apoſtle faith, Let 
your Moderation be known unto all Men; there- 
fore all Mens Conceits muſt be born with in 
Religion, and every one ſuffered in what he 
ſuppoſeth to be Truth: It is a cunning and 
cozening Deviſe, that ſtrikes in with corrupt 
Nature; but becauſe it offers Violence to my 


Text, I cannot be true to it, or you, if ſome- 


what be not added by way of Vindication; and 
it ſhall be in theſe fix Particulars, Firſt, Is it 
probable that our Apoſtle, who elſewhere, al- 
moſt every where, is ſo zealous for Unity a- 
gainſt Schiſms, ſhould in any ſort tolerate 
them, and ſo voluntarily open à wide Door for 
Diviſion? In this very e he writes for 
| Peace, 


minded, having the ſame Love, being of one 
: Ateord, and of one Mind. And in the next 
Chap. y 16. — Let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
let us mind the ſame Thing: Expreſſions dif- 
ferent from all licentious Tolerations: The 


eace, even paſſionately , but with mighty 


ower, Phil. ii. 1, 2. It there be any Conſola- 
tion in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any 


Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and. 


Mercies, fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be like- 


ſame Apoſtle abounds in ' ſerious Dehortations 


— 4 from Schiſms and Diſſenſions, Rom. xlii. 12, 
16, 17. and as carnal, 1 Cor. iii. 3. and in o-. 
; ther Places: And he doth very often exhort with 


earneſt Words and Arguments, not only, that 


we be like-minded, Rom, xv. 6. Phil. ii, 2. and 


of one Mind, 2 Cor, xiii. 12. hut of the ſame 

Mind, 1 Cor. x. 10. joined, yea jointed toge- 
Fes * the ſame Mind, and in the fame Judg- 
:- And is here the leaſt Approbation of 

13 3 Doctrine? Neither will that 
Excuſe, fo long as they all breath Chriſt, tend 
to the Advancement of Chriſt; it matters not: 
but let St. Paul anſwer this Objection alſo, is 


Chriſt divided? 1 Cor. 1. 13. Conſider it well, 


and ſeaſon your Conſideration with that of our 
Maſter Chrift himſelf, Mar. ix. 50, Have Salt 


in your ſelves, and have Peace one with ano- 


ther: If we were preſerved by Humility from . 
the Corruptions of Self. opinion, it would be no 


hard Matter to en:brace Unity. 


| Secondly, Such Allowance would prove de- 

ſtructive to Holineſs both perſonal and dome- 

ſtical; Omni, Keligio & nulla Religio, would 
ſoon be the ſame: 0 the Huſband of one 
. the Waite of ether. the Children, it 


may 
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may be, of one or two other, and the Servants 
of as many more ; what ſhall the Maſter of the 
Houſe do here? how perform the Family Du- 
ties? Diverſity of Opinions, like ſo many 
Hatchets, interrupting their Prayers, 1 Pet. in. 
7. chopping all Devotion and Piety in Pieces: 
As the Duke of Willenberge was wont to ſay, 
New Garments introduce new Manners, new Man- 
ners bring in new Men, and new Men thruſt out 
the old; ſo Opinions ſuffered will devour the 
old; and the Toleration of every Religion will 
_ deſtroy all Religion; and in Concluſion leave no 
Religion at all. Do LL 

Thirdly, This Liberty is inconſiſtent with ci- 
vil Tranquillity ; the bleeding Condition of our 
own Nation at preſent, is a living, almoſt a 
dying Witneſs of this: And if that one Reli- 


gion of Popery, ſo tolerated as it was, hath 


brought in upon us ſo many Deſtructions; what 
will that Multiplication do, but haſten Deſola- 


tion without Recovery? For every Part would 


endeavour to ſupport it ſelf, to the Prejudice 
of the reſt; et dum de Relipione certatum eſt 
Religio, dum de cælo terra amiſſa, as it was ſaid 
J Be e e CR 
Fourthly, The late Biſhops of Ireland may 
put this Liberty to Silence and Shame; for 
when not long ſince a Tol ration of Popery in 
that Kingdom was propoſed they ſaid, to give 
the Papiſts a Toleration is a grievous Sin, and 
will make us acceſſary to all their Abominations 
and the Perdition alſo of ſeduced Souls. Dy 
 Fifthly, This may be currant Doctrine a- 
mongſt the Turks, and the Grand Seignior told 
his Mufti, that is, his Chief Prieſt, as a Garden 
is beautiGed with variety of Flowers, fo his Em- 
| pire 


[23 } 
pire would be adorned with u of Re- 
[+ Let ſuch Toleration find Allowance in 
the Turk's Paradiſe; it ſhall never, 1 truſt, 
be Planted 1 in the Paradiſe of God. 


Mr. Humph. Hardwick; Sermon bore the Go: 


mon, June 26, 1644. Pag. 43. London, 
Printed for Chr. Meredith, 1645. 


Sixthly, We have . all in the na- 
tional Covenant, the Eſtabliſhment of Unifor- 
mity, and how can that ſtand with this Omni- 
formity indeed Nulliformity, J underſtand not: 
It was a prodigious Thing in the Days of 7ere- 


miab the Prophet, Fer. it. 28. according to the 


Number of thy Cities are thy Gods, O Judah: 
Here would ſoon appear another Kind of Mul- 
_ tiplying and We but though this Fancy 
be never ſo plauſible, Divine Providence hath 
ſhut it out of our Camp by our Covenant, a 
Thing pleaſing to God and profitable to the 
Kingdoms, by which there 1s, and through 
God's Bleſſin may be the moſt famous Blow 
given to the Whore of Babylon, and her Baſtard 
Imps that ever yet was: Now to have this ſtick 
amongſt us, or laid aſide, whilſt Malignants 
and Sectaries live in our Boſom, bleſſing, and 
in ſecret applauding themſelves, that they have 
neither taken this nor any of your former Pro- 
teſtations. This is our Caſe, and I appeal to 
Wiſer Judgments, whether this may not be the 
way to leſſen the Honour and Authority of the F 
5 High Court of Parliament. 


WD 3 


[46-1]; 


Mr. Arthur Salwey before the Commons, Oct. 2g, 
1643. Pag. 19. London, printed for Chr. 
Meredith, 16444. 65 


Conſider 1 beſeech you (worthy Chriſtians ) 
that the Vows of God are upon you, you have 


abjured Neutrality in your late ſolemn Covenant, 
far be it from any of you to glory in a luke- 


warm Indifferency, as if it were a Piece of ſin- 
gular Policy; you have with your Tongues re- 
nounced this Neutrality as deteſtable, Follow | 


the Lord in promoting a national Reformation, 


you have an admirable Pattern: The zealous 
Prophet Elijah; I with from my Soul that a 
double Portion of his Spirit may be given unto 


you, that you may act in his Power and Spirit. 
Elijab oppoſed Idolatry and Oppreſſion, ſo do 


ye: Down with Baal's Altars, down with Baal's 
| Prieſts do not (I beſeech you) conſent unto a 


Doleration of Baal's Worſhip in this Kingdom, 


upon any politick Conſideration whatſoever— 


Give me leave to be your humble Remem- 
brancer; the Mouths of your Adverſaries are 
opened againſt you; the Hearts of your true 

Friends are grieved, that ſo many Delinquents 


are in priſon, and yet but very few of them 


brought to their Trial. 


1 


| 


[ 27. in 
Mr. We 7 before the neden, Aug. 
28, 1644. Pag. 12. 


Ye cannot preach, nor pray them down 1 


ctly, and immediately — well, that which the 


Word cannot do, the Sword ſhall; that which the 
| Water cannot waſhout, the Fire will burn out, 
unto this Particular the Apoſtle applies this 
very Text in part, namely concerning the ſhak- 
ing of the Heavens, Sc. an Earthquake (as we 
have heard) was appointed to ſnake down the 
ceremonial Ordinances; now if this were neceſ- 
fary for the Abolition of that divine Worſhip, 

which had ſometimes been by God's own holy 
Inſtitution, how much more ſhall that which 

hath been of human Invention (yea the yery 
Fumes and Fogs of the bottomleſs Pit) to 
God's infinite Diſpleaſure and Diſhonour, be 
tumbled down with Jew and Vengeance 


PE” to Hell, from whence it came. 


Mr. Thomas Caſe? 5 gerne defies the Commons, 


| May 26, 1647. Pag. 33. London, printed 
or Luke Fawne at the Parrot in St. Paul's 
Church Tard. 1647. 


There i is a Word of Exhortation behind, << 
I beſeech you ſuffer it. 
Firſt, To you boncurable and noble puri N 
who are called to be Reformers and Healers of 
a poor broken Kingdom. Doth not indeed 
the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing of ſpiritual Whore- 
doms againſt God, Idolatry, Hereſy, Blaſphe- 
my, and the reſt : doth it not belong unto you, 
as well as the Puniſhing bodily Whoredomes, 
Theft, Murder, Sc. Doth it indeed belong to 
D 2 you 


( 28 ) 
you. only to look to the civil Peace, and to 
let Religion, and Truth, and the Worſhip of 
God ſtand or fall to their own Maſter? Fight 
God, fight Devil, fight Chriſt, fight Antichriſt; 
catch that catch can; you have nothing to do 
but to ſtand by and look on! ſay fo then; 
ſpeak out, publiſh it in your Declarations to 
the World, and let the People of England 
Know, that it is the Right and Liberty, to 
which the Subjects of England are born, that 
cvery Man hold what he pleaſe, and publiſh, 
and preach what he holds: That is the Birth- 
Tight (as ſome would have it) of the free born 
People of England, every Man to worſhip God 
according to his own Conſcience ; and to be of 
what Religion his own Conſcience ſhall dictate : 
Do fo, and ſee, Fathers and Brethren, how 
long your civil Peace will ſecure you-when Re- 
ligion is deſtroyed ; how long it will be e'er 
your civil Peace be turned into civil War! for 
no doubt if this once be granted them, but 
they may in good Time come to know alſo 
(there be them that are inſtrufting them, even 
in theſe Principles too) that it is their Birth- 
right to be freed from the Power of Parlia- 
ments, and from the Power of Kings; and 10 
take up Arms againſt both, when they ſhall not vote 
and aft according to their Humours, Liberty of 
Conſcience (falſly ſo called) may in good Time, 
improve it ſelf into Liberty of Eſtates, and 
Liberty of Houſes, and Liberty of Wives, and 
in a Word Liberty of Perdition of Souls and 
z VCC ĩ 8 3 
Right honourable and worthy Gentlemen: I 
cannot ſtand to diſpute, this only would I 
know of you; are Idolaters, and ng wet 


— r 
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and Blaſphemers, and Seducers, are they evil 
' Doers? if ſo, then look to your Charge. Rom. 


xiii. 3, 4. Rulers muſt be a Terror to evil Doers, 
unleſs ye mean 10 bear the Sword in vain. And 


if you will, God will not; and if God take the 


Sword into his own Hand once, (as he ſeems 


| to be a doing of it) he will ſmite to purpoſes = 


he will execute Vengeance throughly: both up- 


on the evil Doers, and upon you that have not 
been a Terror to them. Oh therefore up and 
bde doing, that ye may deliver the Kingdom out 
of the Hand of the Lord; for it is a fearful 


Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God. 
O let not your Patience (I hope it is no more 


all this while) be interpreted a Connivence, and 


your Connivence be taken for a Toleration, it 


_ may be the Kingdom's Ruin, but it will be 
your Sin. FE Tg VVV 


Sermon before the Commons, February 19. 1645. 
Fathers and Brethren, how will ye call this 
keeping of Covenant with God ? Had we a Par- 


liament of Apoſtate Julians, of whom it is re- 


ported, that at what Time he opened the Tem- 


ples of the Heatheniſh Gods, he ſet open the 
_ Chriſtian Churches; call'd Home all the Chri- 


ſtians whom he had baniſh'd, both Orthodox 


and Heretick, and gave them (as we call it) Li- 


berty of Conſcience, but, as Auſtin more truly 
phraſeth it, Libertatem perditionis, Liberty to 


deſtroy themſelves; for that was his Policy and 


End, namely by Liberty of all Religions, to 
deſtroy the True, and the Profeſſors thereof too. 


Or had we a Parliament of careleſs Galliz's we 


ſhould 


— 2 — 


and the Holy Ghoſt queſtioned by ſome, __ 


WW 
ſhould not wonder: But for a Parliament of 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, Profeſſors, the Choiſeſt, 


the moſt active that could be called out of a 
Chriſtian State, the like not under Heaven; that 
_ theſe Things ſhould be done, and you hold your 
Peace, and be able to keep your Places, and not 
to put on Righteouſneſs as a Breaſt-Plate, and 
the Garments of Vengeance for your Cloathing, 


as it is ſaid of God; this makes the Churches a- 


broad to wonder what England's Parliament is a 
doing; and all at Home that love the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt more than their own Intereſts and No- 


tions, to be filled with unſpeakable Trembling 


and Aſtoniſhment, to wit, what God means to 


do with this poor bleeding Church and State. 


Pag. 29. 


Sermon bifore the Commons, Auguſt 22. 1645. 


If you mean that Exgland ſhall be turned into a 
Wilderneſs, and be over-run with Atheiſm, and 


Hereſy, and Profaneneſs, and Blaſphemy, you may 
hold your Hands, and you need not do it long. 


Sermon before the Commons, February 19. 1645. 
Pag. 25. "FN 


The Errours and Innovations under which we 


ſo much groan'd of later Years, were but tolera- 
biles ineptiæ, tolerable Trifles, Childrens Play, 
compared with theſe damnable Doctrines, Do- 
Crrines of Devils, as the Apoſtle calls them: 
Polygamy, arbitrary Divorce, Mortality of the 


Soul, no Miniſtry, no Churches, no Ordinances; 
no Scripture; yea, the very Divinity of Chriſt 


4 


IL). 

by others; oe the very Foundation of all theſe 
laid in ſuch a Schiſm of boundleſs Liberty of 
_ Conſcience, viz, Believe what you will, and 
. Preach what you believe, and ſuch lawleſs Sepa- 

ration of Churches: and all theſe not only whiſ- 
pered in Corners, but Preacht on the houſe top, 
yea, publiſh'd in Print before your Faces with 
fo much Virulency and Impudence, that I verily 


believe no * ſince the Apoſtles Time could 5 
Os. 


der non Hefore the Wa May * 1 647. 
r 


There be a Generatian of Men in the Land : 
that ſtand up for all kind of falſe Worſhip; 
that every Man may Worſhip God after his own 
| Conſcience or if they will not own it in Words at 

length they will have it in Figures: And if they 
may not, are ready, not only to cry, but to act 

Perſecution, and that to purpoſe: for while they 
| ery Perſecution gladio oris they are ready to a& 


Perſecution ore glad, I * God it nay never 
be engliſh'd. 


Mr. John Lightfoot's Sermon before the Commons, 


Auguſt 26, 1645, Pag. 30. London printed 
for Andrew Crook at the Green Dragon in *. 
Paul's Church Yard, 1645. 


There isa great Talk of, and Pleading for Li- 
berty of Conſcience, for Men do in Matters of Re- 
ligion, as 1/rael did in the Book of Judges, what- 
ſoever ſeemeth good in their own Eyes; and 
how that proved there, there are ſad Stories that 
relate: I ſhall not go about to determine the 
Queſtion, whether the 9 may be bound 
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or not, though for mine own Satisfaction I am 
reſolved it may, and do hold it a truer Point in 


Divinity that errans conſcientia liganda, then ligat, 


but certainly the Devil in the Conſcience may be, 
nay he muſt be bound or elſe you act not accord- 
ing to that Vigour that Chri hath put into your 
Hands: nor according to that Exactneſs that 
Chrift requireth at your Hands; it is true indeed 


which is ſo much talked of, that Chriſt alone 


muſt reign in the Conſcience, but it is as true 


alſo, chat he doth ſo by the Power that he hath 


put into the Hands of the Magiſtrate, us | well as 
. wy his Word and Spirit. 


Mr. Thomas Watſon Er the Commons, Decem. 


27, 1649. Pag. 17. London printed for *# 
| Smith at b Bible in Cornhill, 1649. 


; Tf Cafeicace WA Calficiens Plea, the Papilt 


will come in for a Child's Part. Conſcience 
muſt have a Rule, it binds only virtule l 
by virtue of a Precept. 


Mr. Hughes Sermon before the Commons, May 


26, 1647. Pag. 34. London printed for John 
Rothwell at the Sun and F ountain in vi Paul's 
Church Yard. 


If Conſcience againſt the Word. Dake 10 3 
lis Conſcientia, Get Conſcience better informed. I 


- muſt ſay that the Toleration of all Things muſt be 
be a deſtructive Principle to the State or Church 
_ whereever it be allowed, Experience hath ſhew*d 
us no leſs in Kingdoms and Churches called by 
God's Name. Theſe are only ſuggeſted which 
need a larger Treatiſe to ſtate fully. Ye Servants 
of Ch; , GRE heed of yielding to the Pretences 


of 


of Conſcience, the Devil and not Chrift hath. 
his Throne there; and no ſtronger hold for 
him than Conſcience if he once take itz Chriſt 
will not ſuffer him to ſhelter there, therefore 
ye may not, ſo much as in ycu lyetn. 
Do not other States, às ſome of the U- 
nited Provinces tolerate all theſe Hereſies, and 
protect them, and yet they proſper? Who more? 
I deſire not to deal with other States, unleſs I 
might do them good, I am now only called to 
our own, yet others being made exemplary, a 
Word in Sobernefs and Truth may not ottend, 
I ſuggeſt only theſe Thoughts. 
I. Can any Man ſay, that Proſperity is a Sign 
poems unto Truth? then let Rome come in and 
| ſpeak more than any for outward Proſperity. 
II. Are not ſpiritual Wickedneſſes as odious to 
5 God as carnal? and are not theſe Hereſies ſuch, 
which God condemns as Works of the Fleſh in- 


| confiſtentwith the Kingdom of Chriſt f | 


III. Hath God made an End yet of viſiting 
Nations for the Sins of them? when God hath 
done judging, werea better Time to urge this Ex- 
ample than now. [I pray God the evil Day may 
not overtake thoſe States; the good Lord cauſe 
the Cup of trembling to paſs by them and purge 
their Iniquities peaceably. But I am preſſed in 
Spirit to ſay God hath not ſpared ſuch State Po- 
lities, which have ſought their own Riſe by the 
Ruin of God and his Fruth, Witneſs Feroboam 
the Son of Nebat who made Iſrael to ſin. And 

he bids. Sin that doth not hinder it when he can. 

— God's Truth, my beloved, and not Man's Ex- 

ample muſt be the Rule. — If Hereſies yet muſt 
be, let us mourn for what we cannot help; it is a 
miſerable Neceſſity when not allowed; it will b: 
| e W repoicing 


[34] 


rejoicing i in Iniquity , cither for State or Church 
3 to tolerate. 3 


My. Edmund Calamy? ; Sennen 7 th „ 
N Jan. 14, 1645. Pag. 58. 


Though God hath given us glorious Victortes 


N over our Enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt lye 


deſolate. Church Reformation is obſtructed, 
Church Diſcipline unſertJed, Church Diviſions 
inereaſed. The famous City of London is become 

an Amſterdam. Separation from our Churches is 


countenanced, 7 oleration is cried wp Authority 
aſleep. | | 


4 | 


Sermon der the Lords Dec. 2 5, 1600 rag. 1 5 : 


It would n a Wonder if 1 ſhould tec}/on 
how many ſeparated Congregations, or rather Se- 
 Eregations, their are in this Ciy: What Churches Y 
againſt Churches, &c, N 
U ſupra, Pag. 4. The Lord knows that 1 
mention theſe Things with a fad Heart. Divi- 
fions, whether they be Ecclefiaſtical or Political 
in Kingdoms, Cities, and Families, are infallible 
Cauſes of Ruin to Kingdoms, Cities and Families, 
Pag. 14. Hereby the Hearts of the People are 
mightily diſtracted, many are hindered from 
Converſion, and even the( rodly themfelves have 
| Joſt much of the Power of Godlinefs in their 
Lives. I fay the Hearts of People mightily di- 
ſturbed, while one Miniſter preacheth one 
Thing as a Truth of the Goſpel, and another 


Miniſter preacheth the quite contrary with as 
much Confidence as the former. | 


* = 
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(879! 0 
If Diviſions be To deſtructive to Reg dams, 7 
ties and Families, this reproveth thoſe that are 
the Authors and Fomenters of theſe Diviſions 
that are now amongſt us. Theſe are the Incendia- 
ries of England,” If he that ſets one Houſe on hire 

deſerveth hanging, much more they that ſet a 
whole Kingdom on fte. If he that murders one 
Man muft be put to death, much more he that 
murders three Kingdoms. Mark them (ſaith the 
Apoſtie, Rom, xyi. 17) that cauſe Diviſions and 
 Otfences contrary to the Doctrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them as the greateſt Enemies 
of England. Thefe ate like the Slander that 
cannot live but in the Fire of Contention. Theſe 
are of a Jeſuitical Spirit. And no doubt the 

Heads and Hands of the Jeſuits are in all our Di- 

viſions. 

1 Take heed of the Land. Getting Opini- , 5 
on of thoſe that p ead for an illimited Toleration 
of all Religions, even of Turki/m, Juda. iſ, Sc. 
The Lor keep us from being Poiſoned with 
ſuch an Error! This Text riſeth up againſt j it, 
[Mat. *ii, 25. Every Kingdom Aivided azainſt -. 
- is brought to Deſolation.] tor it will divide a 
ingdom againſt itſelf, It will rend it into a 
thouſand Pieces. It is a Doctrine directly contra- 
ry to your late Oath and Covenant. A Doctrine 
thar overthroweth all Church Government, 
bringeth in Confuſion, and openeth a wide 
Door unto all. Irreligion and Atheiſm. For at 
tlte ſume Door that all falſe Religions, « come in, 
the true Religion will quickly get out, and if it 
be as good for a Man to live where nothing is 


lawful,as where all Things are lawful; ſurely it is 


every Way as uncomfortable to live where there 
are all Religions, as Where there is no o Relig on 


at all. . 
—— Pag. 


(36) 
Pag. 37. It is your Duty (Right Honourable) 
whom God hath betruſted with great Power, to 
ſuppreſs theſe Diviſions and Differences in Reli- 
gion, by your Civil Authority, as far as you are 
able, leaſt you be acceſſary unto them, For God 
hath made you Cyſtodes utriuſq; Tabulę, Keepers 
not of the ſecond Table only, (as ſome fondly 
imagine) but of the firſt Table alſo, and not only 
Keepers, but vindices utriuſq; Tabulz, Puniſhers 
alſo of thoſe that tranſgreſsagainſt either of them, 
for you are the Miniſters of God for good, and 
Revengers to execute Wrath upon him that doth. 
Evil, Rom. xiii, 4, and God hath deputed you 
for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the 
| Praiſe of them that do well, x Pet. ii. 19. There 
be ſome that would blot out half your Commilſ- 
| ſion, and reſtrain this Good and Evil, to civil 
| _ Good and to Evils only againſt Men, But this 
 b5againſt that general Rule, Non eſt diſtinguendum, 
ubi Lex non diſtinguit, Where the Law doth not 
diſtinguiſh, there muſt not we diſtinguiſn. Tell 
me, I beſeech you, ſhall it be lawful for Magi- 
ſtrates to puniſh thoſe that deſtroy Mens Bodies, 
but not thoſe that deſtroy Mens Souls? Shall 
they be blamed for ſuffering Men to draw People 
away from Obedience to the Laws of the Land, 
and to themſelves, and not alſo for ſuffering. 
| Men to draw away People fron the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and from the Ways of God, ſuch as 
Hymenæus and Philetus, whooverthrow the Faith 
of ſome, and their Words eat as a Canker ? ſhall 


Chriſtian Magiſtrates take up the Maxim of Ti 4 


berius, Deorum injurias Diis cure eſſe. Let God 

himſelf take care to vindicate himſelf from Inju- 
ries committed againſt God? As for me, I will 

(juſt like Gallio) take care of none of theſe 


371 
gs. Can Chriſtian Ears endure ſuch Lan- 
ons Doth not God Prophecy, Jaiab xlix, 23. 
hat in the New Teſtament Kings ſhall be our 
nuyrſing Fathers, and Qpeens our nur ſing Mothers? 
And how can a Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge that 
Duty aright if he hath not Power from God, to 
puniſn thoſe that would poyſon the Souls of his 
weak Children with Hereſies and Soul- W 
en 


Ohjelt. Will you allow the Magiſtrare « to ty⸗ | 
rannize over Mens Conſciences ? . | 
Anſw. By no Means. But I believe it is the 
Duty of Magiſtrates to keep Men from infect- 
ing their Subjects with Soul-deſtroying: Errors. 
If thou haſt an Heretical Opinion, have it to thy 
ſilf, and the Magiſtrate will not, nay, cannot 

meddle with thy 2 Conſcience. But if thou 

laboureſt to infect others with thy Grace: de- 
ſtroying Opinions, I doubt not but the Magi- 
| ſtrate is bound to keep thee from ſpreading thy 

Infection to the undoing of the Souls of his Sub- 
_ jects, if he may lawfully ſhut up a Man that hath 

the Plague upon his Body that he may not infect. 
others, why not the Man that hath the Plague of 
Hereſy upon his Soul, that ſo he may not de- 

ſtroy the Souls of thouſands? Shall a Maſter in 
a Tamil have Power to put away a Servant that 
is tainted with a groſs Opinion, and yet not be 
called a Tyrant over that Servant's Conſcience? 
and ſhall not the Chief Magiſtrate of a Kingdom 
have Power to put out of his Kingdom (at leaſt to 

| ſhut up from doing Hurt) one that is his Subject 


and polluted with blaſphemous, heretical, idola- 
trical e „ 
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Is not the e the Poo: Houſe and 


Fin, 8 
Sermas Wire the Commons, Oftob. 22, 1644 : 


Pag. 26, 


This is a uten Rule, That all hs Sing of hi 


| Kingdom which are committed by the Conni- 

venge or Allowance are the Parliament Sins, and 

they call for a Parliament Repentance. And 
therefore I beſeech you ſearch and try your 
| Hearts, and conſider how far you are acceſſary to 
the Sins of the Kingdom , 'that ſo you-may BY 
- wrought up, not only to a perſonal, but a Par- 
Lament Humiliation, And if it doth appear, 


that you have taken more Care in ſetling your 


own Ge - than in ſetling of Religion: If 
you have taken more Care to build your own 
| Houſes than God's Houſe, this is a crying Sin; 


and this makes you acceſſary to a n oo 


that are committed in the Kingdom, 


Again, if you do not labour according to your 


Duty, and according to your Power, to ſup- 


preſs the Errors and Hereſies, that are ſpread in 
the Kingdom; all theſe Errors are your Errors, 


and theſe Hereſies are your Hereſies, and'they + 
are your Sins, and God calls for a Parliamentary 
| Repentance from you for them this Day: Youare- 


the Anabaptiſts, and you are the Antinomians, 


and it is you that hold That all Religions are to be 
tolerated, &c. And theſe are your Errors if they 
ſpread by your Connivence, For the Sins of the 


Sons of old Ely, are imputed to old Ely himſelf, + 
And when the People of Iſrael had prophaned the 
Sabbath , Nehemiah contended with the Nobles 
of Judah for ſufferi ing them, and tells them, that 

. 


/ 


5 ,_ En” 
it was they that did prophane it; becauſe they 
1 che N to  prophae it, Neben. xiii. 
17. 1 3 


Mr. a Banter's 7 . 


_ ditien 10 Pref. Prop. 6 London, Printed for 


Thomas . , at the Anchor and Bible in 
Pan's Charch-yard, 1 6 ¼ 


3 oe of the Old Cauſe tat wi "AL 
ſhould have Liberty and the Magiſtrate ſhould 


have 20, Power 2200 Matters of God's Wu. 
| Faith and Conſcience. 


Abd as it is not the ola cafe, 0 it is not a 
Cauſe. 


For firſt, it — che expreis 88 
tion of the Will of God, in the Holy Scriptures. 
s had todo in Matters of Religinn as a Ma- 
ſtrate; and ſo the ruling Elders of Iirael that 
117 — him, and fo had the e Kin gs of Iſrael and + 
dab, as is well e eee that in A/a's. 
they covenanted to put him to death that would 
not 12574 the Lord God of Hracl. Secondly, It 
1 e to the Ruin of the Commonwealth; 
and therefore it is no good Cauſe.; How God 
was provoked by: Aaron's Calfe, and by his 
Nos that offered ſtrange Fire which the Lord 
not, Lev. x. and what was the Ef- 
8 fekt, and what Benefit the Calves at Dan and 
| Bethel brought to ae and Feroboam's Houſe, 
5 the high Plates, and other Errors about 


Worſhip, brought to the Princes and People of 
| 4 udab we need not particularly recite, 0 


. Law and Providence are quite changed, if 
Talenten 0 of falſe enden nds oder Abuſes 


ol 


_ 


Men, that are not faſt aſleep 
and utterly unacquainted with the Advantages 
of the Papiſts, whether this Deſign of engag- 
ing the Magiſtrate by a fundamental Conſtitu- 


[49] 


of Religion, tend not to the Ruin of the Com- 
monweal h. ti neee 795 


05 L 2-013 DF EH 


If Magiſtrates muſt give Liberty for all td 


_ propagate a falſe Religion, then ſo muſt Parents 


and Maſters alſo : (For their coertive Power 18 


rather leſs than the Magiſtrates thin more; 
and they are no more Lords of Faith or Con- 
ſcience.) But if all Parents and Maſters ſhonld 


give ſuch a Liberty, it would be a Crime ſo 


horrid in the Nature and Effects; as Fartilokth 


» 


to name with its proper Title. 
A pari: It tendeth to the Deſtruction df an 
Army, to give Liberty to all Men to do their 
worſt to draw them to Mutinies and Rebel- 
lion: It tends to the Ruin of Families that all 


have Liberty to do their worſt to tempt the 


Sons to Theft and Drunkenneſs, and the Wife 
and Daughter to Whoredome: It tends to the 
Deſtruction of the Commonwealth, if there be 

Liberty for all to perſuade the People to Sedi- 
tion and Rebellion: And therefore it muſt tend 
to the Deſtruction of the Church; and Mens 
Souls, and conſequently of the Commonwealth 

in the chief Reſpects, if all have Leave to do 
their worſt to preach up Infidelity, Mahome- 


taniſm, Popery, or any falſe Doctrine or Wor- 


ip, againſt the great and neceſſary Fruths. ; 


leave it therefore to the Judgment of all 


tion, not to meddle with Matters of Faĩth and 


1 Worſhip, but leave them all to Chrift. alone, 
be not the preſent ſetting up of Popery in 
England, and the delivering all the Fruit of 


— 


in their Security, 


CL] 

our Labours, Prayers and Victories i into the 2 
piſts Hands. 

Obj. But Liberty for 'Popery and Prelacy li 
ſtill excepted. TIS ' {16.43 20107 

Anſw. By whom? — But if there had been 
an Exception againſt Popery put in, it would 
have been to little Purpoſe,” as long as a gene- 
ral Rule is laid down that condemneth that Ex- 
ception. For if it be the ſtanding Rule, that 
Matters of Religion and Faith, and all Matters 
of Worſhip are out of the Magiſtrates Power; 


to ſay then, hat Popery /hall be excepted from 


Liberty, is to ſay, the Magiſtrate ſhall intrude 


into the proper Office of er to TORINO the 
 Papiſts Ns 


Mr. Tho. ieee 5 e Safe 1 the | Hoſe of 
Peers, Dec. 30, 1646. London, printed by 
F. Neile for Sam. Gellibrand at the Brazen 
Serpent in Paul's Churetr 1 28 8 aer "© 


35> 36. 


Well, fone theſe | Things are "Wh har -Sin 
will find out us; let this be the Uſe we make 
of it, to be careful to find out it; and to og 
with thar firſt, 

This is that which les upon us an: But 
eſpecially (to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon) upon 
thoſe which have the Government of King- 
doms and Commonwealths committed unto them. 
Theſe had need to find out Sin more eſpecially, | 
for the Safety and Welfare of that State, which 
7 have the Ordering and Managing e Ws. 

Firſt; Their own Perſonal Sins. 

Pag. 37 and 38. Secondly, They are to find 
out alſo the Sins of the Aug dem. I have already 

F admini- 


[ 42 ] 


adminiſtred ſome Help in this Performance, 


by the Hint of thoſe Sins before mentioned; 
all 


which I humbly deſire may be taken into ſe- 
rious Conſideration, and eſpecially (which grows 
ſo. much upon us, and which threatens ſo much 
Evil to us) the Sin of Libertini/m and Toleration, 


which is the Ring- leader of all the reſt, and in- 
Vvolves all others with it. O that this ſhould. 
ever be once mentioned amongſt us here in Eng- 
luaud, who have enjoyed ſo much of the Goſpel 
of Truth as we have done; derived to us from 
our godly - Fore-fathers, ſealed to us by the 
Blood of the Martyrs, proſecuted with ſo many 
Bleſſings, and Victories, and gracious Succeſſes 
both of former and latter Times, to the Admi- 


ration both of Enemies and Friends; is this the 
Fruit and Iſſue of all that God hath done for 


us? and do all Overtures of Reformation come 
to this? Surely God cannot but take it very ill 
from us, that we ſhould but incline and learn 
| hereunto; as he ſaid to David of his building 
of the Temple; thou didſt well that it was in thine 


Heart,- and accordingly was well pleaſed with him. 
So will, he fay to us, of our contrary Carriage; 


that it is ill that it is in our Heart; if ſo be, it 


be come fo far, as I hope it is not. What? 


when we have ſo much appeared againſt Popery 
and Superſtition, . ſhall we now begin to think 
of Indifferency and Toleration ? Certainly it's 
but a ſorry Exchange of a bad Religion for 
none. Although indeed it will be no Exchange, 
but rather a further Confirmation: Toleration 
of all other Errors doth but ſtrengthen Popery, 


amongſt the reſt; which will at leaft think ſo 


Well of it ſelf, as to come in for a Child's 
Fare eee e 


5 e * | „ Mr. 
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Mr. Lazar. Seaman's Sermon before the Commons,” 

Sept. 25, 1644. London, inted by E. 6 1 
for J. Rothwell at the Sun in Paul's Church 5 
Yard, Ob Fag. 41. ä 


There is a Generation who look for eh at 
your Hands, and yet aſk nothing, I mean by 
way of humble Petition. When they find you, 
or themſelves in ſuch a Poſture, as that they 
cannot be denied, it may be you may hear of 
them. Beſides, the many looſe, profane, and 
ſcandalous Miniſters, there are a new Sort ri- 
ſen amongſt us, who have thruſt themſelves in- 
to the Lord's Vineyard. It's no leſs then Per- 
ſecution (fo they commonly give out) to deſire = 
that their ſuſpicious Opinions may be examined 
according to the Word of God, and they com- 
. to forbear the Publiſhing and ſpread- 
ing of them for the preſent. There be many 


dangerous Books abroad, n at leaſt, Tu 
ſay no more. 5 


\Likerty f ce 
The bloody Tenet, 


The compaſſionate Samaritan, 
John Bapiiſ. 5 


P '6a Conſider alſo Solomon's Failings, nd 
beware of them. F irſt, He had many Wives, 
even ſeven hundred Wives, Princeſſes, and 
three hundred Concubines: 1 Kings xi. 3. Let 
not us have as many Religions. There's ſome 
Analogy between the one 11 the other. Se- 
condly, There was in his Days firſt a Conni- 
vance at Idolatry, _ open oleration, and 
withal 


(44) 


withal Apoſtacy, theſe Wives turned away his 
Heart after other Gods, / 4. he built an high 


Place for Chemoſh the Abomination of Moab, 
$09, fo Molech the Abomination of the Chil- 


ren of Ammon, and likewiſe did he for all his 


ſtrange Wives, y 7, 8. Obſerve the Grada- 
tion, firſt, 8 chen open Toleration, 
| herewithal Apoſtacy. 


Ar. Mathew es 5 F Win * . 


liament, Sept. 12, 1644. London, Printed 
fr Chr. Meredith, 1644. Pag. 31. 


No Reformation of Religion now: 7 no- 


thing will ſatisfy ſome but a Toleration of all Re- 


ligions, and all Opinions: Church Government, 


Diſcipline, is to ſome a Fiction, to others Ty- 


ranny and Perſecution. Ah Brethren, this is a 


Provocation, and will be a Provocation, ſor 


this God miy turn; . into the Wilderneſs a- 
” gain. 


Pop. 36. We are > grown beyond 1 A 


Brownlf in, Anabaptiſm; we are come (I mean ma- 
ny among us) to down-right Libertiniſm.;, There 
are two Opinions, which if encouraged (and 

they are encouraged if connived at) will open 
a Door to Turciſm, Judaiſm, Atheiſm, Poly- 


theiſm, any Monſter of Opinion. The one 1s, 
that every Man is to be left to the Liberty of 


his own Religion; an Opinion contended for 
by the bloody Tenets, Jobs Baptiſt, Liberty 


of Conſcience, an Opinion moſt en and 


deſtructive, as to the Souls of Men, ſo to the 
Commonweal of the Kingdom. 


Libertas illa quidlipet credendi . th Gerard ) 


J 1 aliud quam e TOs &c, That 


© Libert 


. Han} 

Liberty of believing what Men will (or of hold- 
ing what Faith they pleaſe) is no other then a Li- 
berty of Erring and of offering in a Matter that 
concerns theeternal Salvation of the Soul, wherein 
to err, cannot but be moſt dangerous and deſtru - 
ive — Diverſity of Religion disjoints and 
diſtracts the Minds of Men, and is the Semina- 
ry of peppers! Hatreds, Jealouſies, Seditions, 
Wars, if any thing in the World be; and in 
a little Time, either a Schiſm in the State be- 
gets a Schiſm in the Church, or a Schiſm in 
the Church begets a Schiſm in the State. That 
is, either Religion and the Church 1s prejudiced 
by civil Contentions, or Church Controverſies 


and Diſputes about Opinions break out into 


civil Wars. Men will at laſt take up Swords 
and Spears, inſtead of Pens: And defend by Arms 
what they cannot do by Arguments. Once for 
all, it is the Preſervation and Reformation of 
Religion which you have covenanted to endea- 
vour, and not a Liberty of Opinion, that will 
conſiſt with neither. It is the Extirpation of 
Hereſy and Schiſm that you have covenanted; 
which if to be connived at, why doth the Apo- 
ſtle reprove the Corinthians for their Schiſm ſo 
much? and why doth our Lord Fe/4s commend 
the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, for trying 
| thoſe which ſaid they were Apoſtles, and were 
not? And why is the Angel of the Church of 
 Thyatira reproved for ſuffering that Woman 
Jezabel, who called her ſelf a Propheteſs, to 
teach and ſeduce? If once we come to this, that 
any Man be ſuffered to teach what he pleaſeth, 
to ſeduce whom he liſt, to be of what Faith 
or Religion ſeems good in his own Eyes, fare- 
wel Covenant, farewel reformed Religion, fare- 
| . 8 wel 
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wel the Peace and Glory of England, if that 
Day once come. But you (Right Honourable) 
I hope better Things of you though I thus ſpeak; 


T hope while you live and fir in Parliament, this 


ſhall never be. Ir is not uſual, nay, it is not 
poſſible that they which love God ſincerely, 
ſhould deſire to cheriſh differing Religions: for 
it is moſt certain he that admits contrary eſte 


gions, believes neither of them. 


8 Sermon at St. Pauly 5 February 8, BY London 


printed for C. Meredith, 1646. Fag. 14. 


But then the Queſtion will be, ſeein there 


Vuiuoill be difference of Judgment, and Opinion 


while we are upon Earth, then how, or how far 


is this difference of Judgment to be permitted? 
how or wherein may Chriſtians differ from one 


another in Judgment, and yet GugAt to be tole- 
rated and born with? 


Anſ. This is my Brethren a very grave and | 


difficult Queſtion; and to me, conſidering how 


many Places there are wherein the Holy Gheſt 


calls upou us to endeavour to be of one Mind, 


of the ſame Mind, and of the ſame Judgment, 
it is eaſter to tell you, wherein we may not differ 


in judgment, and wherein Differences in Judg- 


ment may not be tolerated, than to tell 1 bra 
0 wherein they may. 


Firſt therefore, I ſay, that as an abſolute U- 


nity in Judgment, that we ſhould all be of the 
faine Mind in all Things, is ſcarce to be attained 
in this Life, though it be to be endeavoured fo 


an univerſal and abſolute Liberty of Judgment, 

for every Man to differ when he pleaſeth, and 

in what he pleaſeth, to be of what 8 2 
Fait 


[4#) 

Faith ke will, is not to be endeavoured, if it 
might be attain'd, nor is it to be tolerated or 
permitted. 1 know no Warrant, no pretence of 
Warrant for it, in all the Book of God: Scrip- 

ture no where ſaith, let every Man be of what 

Opinion, and of what Faith he pleaſeth, let eve- 

ry Man be left to his own Judgment. 
Particularly, Liberty of Opinion or Judgment 
is not to be granted, or indulged, in ſuch Things 
as are injurious to God, and deſtructive to the 
Souls of Men; nor wherein the Difference of 
Judgment and Opinion will neceſſarily and una- 


voidably, ex natura rei, produce a Rent and 


Schiſm in the Church of Chriſt, 1 Cor. i. 10. 
Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, and that there be no Diviſions among you: 
but that ye be perfectly joyned together in the 

L Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. Rom. 

17. 1 beſeech you Brethren mark them that 

| _ Diviſions and Offences among you, con- 
trary to the Doctrine that you have receiv'd. And 
—— what? Tolerate them? no, avoid them. 
Gal. v. 12. 1 would they were even cut off that 
trouble you. Nothing can be clearer then theſe 

_ Scriptures are, againſt the Toleration of all Da- 

 Etrines, and particularly of thoſe. that trouble, 

rend, divide the Church. 0 

Pag. 18. But (to ſpeak a little to the Poſitive) 
it there be a 3 and a Liberty of Judg- 
ment left, it is firſt in ſuch Things as are not 
clearly and poſitively laid down in Scripture, 

.and therefore are not of the Fundamentals, and 
and Eſſentials of Faith and Worſhip; for there 
is for thele, clear and undoubted Light! in Scrip- 
-M. 1 7 


Sccondly, 


[48] ; 

+ Nn it is in Things that are of private 
and ſingle Practice, and not of open Converſe, 
or Church: Fellowſhip and Communion. And 


yet even in theſe Things, this Liberty is not to 


be aſſumed, at leaſt, not to be practiſed without 
much Tenderneſs and Circumſpection. 
Firſt, Care muſt be had of keeping thoſe o- 
pinions wherein we differ from others, private 
to our ſelves, not troubling: or perplexing the 
Conſciences of others with them. This is the In- 
junction. Rom. xiv. 22. Haſt thou Faith? have it 
do thy ſelf before God. The Faith there ſpoken 
of, is a particular Perſwaſion, touching the Free 
| Uſe of all Creatures, and the Liberty of all Days. 
And this Faith, this Perſwaſion was 2 
to the Truth (as i is clear by the Apoſtles Argu- 
mentation in that Chapter) yet faith the Apo le, 
HFaſt thou Faith? have it to thy ſelf before God: 
do not ſay, Tam fully perſuaded of my Liberty, 
and therefore I ought to profeſs it, and hold it 
out in my Practice, whatever become of others; 
it is the Truth of God, and I muſt hold it forth: 
No, ſaith the Apoſtle, have it to thy ſelf. And 
if a Man who hath a private Opinion in re media, 
muſt keep it to himſelf, though it be a Truth, 
much more muſt they whoſe Opinions are falſe 
and erroneous. Certainly there is ſcarce any 
difference of Judgment ſo ſmall, and in it ſelf 
inconſiderable, but the divulging and propagat - 
ing of it may prove very dangerous and perot- 
cious, and in the Event intolerable. 
Suppoſe a Man ſhould be of this O. inion, 
hat it is unlawful to eat Things ſtrangled, or 
Blood: if ſuch a Man keep his Opinion to him - 
ſelf, and make it a Rule ly to his own Practice: 
let him enjoy it til he can be otherwiſe inform- 


ed, 


been attended to, on all Hands, our 


1 49 ] 1 
BY Ind perſuaded i in his Conſcience, But if he 
= will now go publiſh this Opinion, and intangle 
the Conſciences of others; and ſeek to draw Dis. 
Ciples after him, and make a Party, and cauſe 
Sid ag and Difſenſion amongſt the People of 
Te | 
This is not to be tolerated; private Perſons * 
a different Judgment, if they live quictly, fre- 
quent the publick Aſſemblies of Worſhip, and 
are not diſcerned to diſturb the Peace either of 
| State or Church, by any ſecret Underminings, 
are to be tolerated, in hope of their Converſion, 
and for publick Peace ſake, But if theſe Men 
| ſhall begin to ſpread their Errors in Publick; 
to inveagle and 12 aw others to them, to beguile 
the Simple, and ſo to trouble the Publick SEO 
they are to be reſtrained, _ 
6 52 21. Had all that profeſs the Goſpel in b 
England, made Conſcience to be of the ſame 
Mind, and the ſame Judgment with their Bre- 
thren, and the reſt of the Churches of Chiſt, as 
far as pyſibly; and, where they cannot, where 
there is a neceſſity of differing, had they made 
Conſcience to keep their Differences from ap- 
pearing in Publick, to have their private Opi- 
nions and Faith to themſclyes, and not .intangle 
the Weak with their doubtful Diſpurations; for- 
bearing to judge or deſpiſe thoſe that are not of 
their Opinion, loving them {till as Brethren, nor 
cenſuring themas profane, Antichriſtian, ff ighters 
againſt On Men that will wilfully ſhut their 
Eyes igainſt the Light; had theſe Thing 3(I fay) 


had never been ſo great as now they are, nor 
ſhould the Lovers of Truth and Peace have had 
ſo much Cauſe to lament them. 
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Pag. 40. But where is the Fault, you will ſay? 


True it is, there are Diviſions, ſad Diviſions, dan- 
ger threatning Diviſions among us, but where is 


the Fault? I know there are many that lay all the 
Fault upon thoſe whom they call Preſbyterians, 


and fay it is their Rigour, and their Pride and 


Ambition, their Spirit of Domination that is the 


Cauſe of all theſe Diviſions; thus ſay the Antino- 
mians; and thus the Separatiſts, and thus the A. 
nabaptiſts, and thus the others ſay. Now the 
Lord judge between us and them, and tet his 

People that hear judge this Da p. 
Who are they that divide in Judgment from 
all the Reformed Churches of Chriſt in the 
World, that have Opinions and Judgments dif- 
fering from the Opinions and Judgments of all 

the Reformed Churches? we or the Anabapliſts? 

we or the Separatiſts, we or the —— ? Poſſibly. 
they will all ſay, they are of the ſame Opinion 
with the Reformed Churches in Fundamentals, 
as well as we: and their Differences are but in 


minutioribus. Now ſuppoling this to be true (as 
it may be in ſome of them) why then do they 


tranſgreſs the Apoſtle's Rule? why do they not, 


if that it be in Matters of leſſer moment wherein 
they differ from us, why do not they keep their 


Opinions private, and have their Faith unto 
themſelves before God? why do they upon ſo 
ſmall Differences (if the Differences be ſo ſmall) 
withdraw from Communion with us and the re 
of the Churches, and gather themſelves into 
_ diſtinct and ſeparate Churches, — their hold- 
ing one Head and one Faith, doth not excuſe 
them from being guilty of breach of Unity and 
downright Schiſm, ſo long as they hold not one 
Body, one Baptiſm ious five Ixeraciay ot cum 


"a 


14 
ali aliis Sc. Schiſm or Diviſion (ſaith he) i is this, 
when Men are ſo addicted to ſome Men; or to 
ſome outward Rites, that though they do agree 
in the chief Points of Religion, yet they are 
eſtranged in their Minds, and engage themſelves 
into Parties and Factions: Now who are they, 
that though they profeſs to agree with us in Do- 
ctrine have yet made a Seceſſion, withdrawn 
themſelves, en Churches, engage Par- 
ties? 
Conſider and give Sentence. . 
| Who are they that have moſt broken che 
Band of Love? There is great Fear what the 
Preſbyterians will do if once they get Power 
into their Hands; but in the mean time what 
do others? Who are they that brand their Bre- 


tc6ren with the Title, proud Time-ſervers, Pre- 


latical, Tyrannical, Antichriſtian? And per 


—_ this leſs than Perſecution ? 


Who are they that have been fartheſt from 
condeſcending to their Brethren for Peace and 
Union ſake? Were it fit, I could ſay ſomething 
of this, yea much; I could tell you 4 — hath 
bren yielded, and much more would be yielded, 
yea almoſt any Thing, but that one Thing that 
would lay a Foundation of perpetual Diviſion 
and Diſunion in Families, Caurch, Kingdom? 
Who are they that profeſs an utter Impoſſibility 

of Reconciliation or Union, and plead for no- 
thing but Toleration, Toleralion, and ſome for 


Toleration in the utmoſt Latitude, to Papiſts, 


Fews, Turks, the very Artifice whereby the 
Armintars in Holland fought to gain à Party, 
and Strength unto themſclves? Reſolve theſe 


Queitions, and they will refolve you who are 


moſt guilty of theſe Diviſions. 
G 2 | Mr. 
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Mr. Richard Vines's Sermon before the Commons, 


March 10, 1646. London, printed i Abel 
Roper, 1047. Pag. 1. 


By a Declaration ſet forth abo ut thirty Vears 
ago, King James (of famous Memory) was 
pleaſed to let the World know, not only how 


Ill he reſented, and how much he deteſted the 


Vorſtian and en Doctrines, then newly 


born and in their ſwadling Cloaths: But al 0 
how follicitouſly he interpoſed with the States 
General of the United Provinces againſt their 


Admittance of Vorſtius into the Place of Divini- 


ty Profeſſor of Leiden, or into their Country ; ; 


and that he might decline the Envy of being in 


aliena Republica curigſus, he bears himſelf upon 
that common Rule paries cum proximus ardet, 


when a Neighbour” s Houſe is on fire, it con- 


cerns all in the Neighbourhood to look about 
them. This Vigilancy condemns our (I know | 
not what to call it, I wiſh no worſe might be 


ſaid then) Inſenſibleneſs and Security. For 
what were thoſe Sparks at that Time ſmoakin 

in a remote Corner in compariſon of that Fire 
which now flames forth at every Corner of our 


Houſe, blown up by that @vlwopia, or Liberty 
of all Religions, which may be juſtly called, 


the golden Calf of theſe Times, whereunto ma- 
ny are not unwilling to contribute their Strength 


and Policy, and whoſe Birth-day, they would 
not fear to call it fe eſtum Jebovæ, an acceptable 
Day unto the Lord. Are not the Errors which 
are rife amongſt us, either by infecting N it 
of Place and Quality, grown into that Boldneſs? 


or by carrying away, Barnabas alſo crept into 
; that 


2 85 Miniſtry, long 1253 much expe 


L 83d 
that Credit? or by ſpreading far and wide, ri- 


ſen to that Strength, that they do face, if not 
ſeem able to put into Dan ind of routing, our 
common Faith, publick e authorized 
ed, and pro- 
miſed Reformation. This to the common Ene- 
my, is the Cape of bd ape; the ſound. bart 
are afraid, leſt the T ruth ſhould come to | 
for poor Quarter, and be led Captive, N 
ing the Chariot of triumphant Liberty. Some 
think that Epiſcopacy in his Pontificalibus, may 
by this Means be retrieved, and recalled from 
Exile, to which it was ſentenced by the Cove- 
nant, many that are as diſtant in their Opini- 
ons as the two Poles, yet moving upon one 
Axeltree, or tied together by the Tails of com- 
mon Intereſt, doubt not but by laying their 
Stocks together, they mall be able to * fair 
for a Toleration. 85 
And that we might not bo left 1 to won · 
der at our ſelves, our ſympathizing Brethren a- 
broad. do wonder alſo that we ſhould be made 
the common Sewre. to receive the Garbage of 
other Churches, and that the ſtinking Snuffs 
PE be allowed Candleſticks here in Eng- 
1 
In this ſad Poſture of Things, all Mens Eyes 
have been upon the Parliament, and every one 
faith, is there no Balm in Gilead? is there no 
Phyſician there? Why then is not the Health 
of the e of wy e recovered | N 
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Mr. Simeon Aſh's Sermon befor the Lords, Feb, 


26, 1644. London, printed for Edward 
Brewſter, 1645. Pag. 32. 


Endeavour vigorouſly to compound our Dif- 
fohbinbes in Eccleſiaſtical concernments. Alas, 


alas, my Heart aches, becauſe of our Breaches. | 
Let mine Eyes run down with Tears Night and 
Day, and let them not ceafe, for the Virgin 


Daughter of my People is broken with a great 


N. with a very grievous Blow, Fer. xiv. 
What Factions, and Fractions, what 


Schiſme and Separatlons, what Rents and Divi- 


ſions are in this poor diſtracted , diſtreſſed 
Church of England 


dom or Church divided ſtand? ? God forbid, but 


How ſhould either King 


tender Reſpect ſhould be had to tender Conſci- 
ences, But (Right Honourable) I beſeech you 


take heed, leaft under that Pretext, you think 
of toleratin all Religions amongſt us. Pag. 

62. Such Liberty (I am afraid) would uſher 
in Libertiniſm, and haſten our Deſolation. 8 


Mr. James Cranford's Sermon I the Lord 


Mayor, Feb. 1, 1645. London, printed for 
Cha. Greene, 1646. F 


It is commonly replied i in Pulpits, in Preſſes, 
that a Toleration of all Conſciences, even Anti- 


chriſtian, would be a ſovereign Remedy to cure 
all Diſſenſions, and an effectual Means to com- 


poſe the Wars of Chriſtendom: All the Blood 8 
that hath for ſo many Tears been ſhed, is 


charged upon the Reſtraint of this Licentiouf: | 


neſs 


[55 J 


neſs ignorantly or maliciouſly termed Perfecu- 
tion, 
I anſwer, it is beſides my Purpoſe to diſcuſs 
this Queſtion of Toleration, only for the pre- 
ſent I enquire firſt; Would theſe Men that fo 
hotly defend it grant that Toleration (if they 
had Power in their Hands) to others which 
they deſire for themſelves? I doubt it. The 
Arrians did ſometimes ſeem as, carneſt Enemies 
to Perſecution as theſe men; yet when they had 
Authority on their Side, they raiſed Perſecution 
aͤgainſt the Orthodox, more terrible than the 
| Heathen Emperors againſt the Chriſtians, which 
b e of the Eaſt moſt e com- 
a 
Aibanaſius at large deſcribeth, and having 
ſpoken much of their inhumane and more than 
belluine Cruelty againſt all Sexes, all Ages, both 
Living and Dead, concludes, that he had ſaid 
leſs than their Inhumanity was, becauſe it ex- 
ceeded all Expreſſion. 
The Donatiſts did ordinarily plead for Tolera- 
tion, and ſeemed the moſt inveterate Enernies to 
all Diſturbance for Conſcience Sake; yet when = 
under the Apoſtate Julian they had gotten 
Power, who can declare (faith Auſtin) what Ha- 
vock they made of the Orthodox? All Africa 
Was filled with Blood and Deſolation. Men 
were rent, Matrons dragged, Infants laugh 
| tered, Women with Child miſcarried, none 
Were ſecure i in their Houſes, the Ways were not 
ſafe for Travellers, the Letters of them that 
boaſted to be the Captains of the Saints were 
terrible to all. Are our Men led by another 
Spirit? Sure I am, that one of them, that with 
moſt Earneſtneſs, or Impudence pleads for To- 


leration, 
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leration, was lately of another Mind in the Caſe 


of Faniliſts and Antinomians in New- England. 
Pag. 13. Secondly, Would fuch T bleu, 
conduce to the eſtabliſhing of Peace in the Com m-, 


 monwealth? hath it ever done it? Poſſible it is, 
that the Equality of Powers may perſuade each 
Party for a Seaſon to ſuppreſs their inward Ran- 


cour; can Toleration take it away; fo that it 


| ſhall not break out upon. fe 1559 Advantages 
by the Increaſe of Streng wth 


of former Ages, and preſent. Times teach 


et the Experience 


this. 
Error may tolerate Error, ſevis inter 2 con. 


venit ur ſis, but can Darkneſs agree with Liz ght? 
or Wolves with Sheep? Tertullian obſerves, Non 


cerning Hereticks of old, they agreed well enough 


one with another; for though they differed | in 
private Opinions, yet they joined, in one oppo- 
fing of Truth. You perſecute ( faith Auſtin of 
the Donatiſts) where you are able; where you 


perſecute not, you are not able to do it, re- 


ſtrained by the Fear of Laws, or Envy, or the 
Multitude making Reſiſtance. 


I have been long upon this Point; but 1 will 
conclude it, with that ſolemn Embaſſie, which 
the Oxthodox Fathers, afſembled in Council at 
Sirmium, ſent to the Emperor Conſtantius: Thave 
inſiſted the longer, that it might b to all, 
that the Toleration of Error, is not a Way to | 


Peace, as ſome Men pretend, but to Diſorder 
and Confuſion: And yet I am not an Enemy to 
Peace, but a Friend to Truth, and FUSS | 


without which no Man i 2 ſee God, 


"Ss 


* 0 . ; 
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A ſerious and paſſienate Admonition to the Clergy , 
in the Words of Mr. Tho. Edwards in bis Gan- 
_ .. gran. Part I. pag. 84. London, Printed for 

Ralph Smith, at tbe Bible in Cornhill. 1646. 


M.iniſters ought now to be intent to the Errors 
of the Times, both in Doctrine and Practice, 
and obſerve what is the proper Work of the Day, 
and preach accordingly; taking heed of being 
7 guilty of ſinful Silence, whilſt Chriſt and his 
Iruth ſuſfers. We have too many Wounds with 

Which we have been wounded, in the Houſe of 
our Friends: Many Miniſters have and do undo 
us; ſome by their total Silence, others by ſpeak- 
ing too favourably of the Sects, and too much 


| daubing; 'tis hig time now to {peak out, when e 


the Truth of God, the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, more precious than our Lives, is al- 
moſt loſt, three ere almoſt ruin'd, and 
all the Reformed Churches in their Truth and 
Peace hazarded; they that can now be ſilent, 
well contented, and let the Wolves come freely 
and not bark, they deſerve to be accounted Tomb 
Dogs: Let therefore all Godly Orthodox Mini- 

ters, who would not have all run to ruin, ſtir 
up themſelves, and lift up their Voices like 
Trumpets, ſtand no longer looking on, as idle 


Spectators, or halting between two; for he that 


is not now with God in his Cauſe is againſt him, 
and he that gathereth not ſcattereth. — And 


that Miniſters in our Times may be a Means to 
prevent and ſuppreſs the Errors, Hereſtes and 
Schiſms, they mutt not only often preach againſt 
them, but they ſhould ſet themſelves againſt all 
the Ways by which Errors are come in, and are 
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mand of Wives, Children, Servants: But they 


[8] 


farther coming in upon us, and oppoſe them by 
preaching and writing; as Laymens preaching, 
the Gathering of Churches, and above all a Tele 


ration, for that would be an open Door, at which 
all kind of Herefies would come in, and no Man 
could keep them out: And therefore if Minifters 
will witneſs for Truth and againſt Errors, they 


mult ſet themſelves in a ſpecial Manner againſt a 
 Toleration, as the principal Inlet to all Hereſy and 
Error; and if a Toleration be granted, all preach- 
ing will not keep them out: For as it hath been 
anſwered, the Patrons of Images (who plead let 
them ſtand, but preach againſt the worſhipping 
of them) that if they ſtand, preaching will nk 
take away all the Danger; *tis not ſufficient to 
keep the People from all Idolatry ; fo ſay I in 
this Caſe. It a Toleration be granted, the De- 
vil will be too hard for us, though we preach ne- 
ver ſo much againſt them. A Toleration will 
undo all. Firſt bring in Scepticiſm in Doctrine, 

and Looſeneſs of Life, 01 


afterwards all A- 
The Patrons of Error, becauſe they cannot at 


flirſt plead for ſuch and ſuch Doctrines in terminis, 
and yet hold them, and would have them propa- 


gated, therefore they plead for a Toleration, 


which once being granted, they will come in then 


of Courſe: O let the Miniſters therefore © > 8 


Toleration, (as being that dy which the Devil 


would at once lay a Foundation for og = 
aces, 


to all Generations) witneſs againſtit in all Pla 
poſſeſs the Magiſtrate of the Evil of it, yea, and 
the People too, ſhewing them how if a Tolera- 
tion was granted, they ſhould never have Peace 


in their Families more, or ever after have com- 


* 


L803 3 
and their Poſterities after them are like to live in 
Diſcontent, and Unquietneſs of Mind all their 
= F. 7. I might ſhew how the Paſtors of the Re- 

formed Churches (namely thoſe who were Stars of 
the firſt Magnitude) were againſt the Toleration 
of Anabaptiſts, Libertines and other Sectaries in 

their Time, and what they did and writ againſt 

it; as Calvin, Zuinglius, Peter Martyr, Philip 
 Melanfthon, Zanchius, Beza, Knox, Bullinger, 


P. 88. As alſo how in England in Q. Elizabeth's 
Days, learned Biſhops and godly Miniſters were 
__ the ſuffering of many Religions in this 
Kingdom: As Biſhop Jewel, Biſhop Babington, 
Biſhop Bilſon, Mr: Cartwright and Mr. Perkins, 
who in his learned Works on Revel. ti. 20. 
| ſpeaks thus. Every Man is not to be left to 
«© his own Conſcience z to teach and hold what 
% Doctrine he will, but all ſuch Men or Wo- 
men as teach erroneous Doctrine, by the Go- 
*« yernment of the Church are to be reſtrained,” 
' P.91. Did I fay the Arch-bi/ſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
Doctors, Court-Chaplains, and Biſhops-Chaplains (for 
there were ſome of all theſe Sorts oppos'd) hazard 
the Favour of King, Nobles, great Courtiers, 
the Lofs of all their Preferments, Arcb-biſpop- 
ricks,  Biſhopricks, Deaneries, great Livings to 
_ withſtand a Toleration : And ſhall the Miniſters 
of our Times ſuffer a Toleration of all Sets to 
come in upon us, in a Time when the greateſt 
Reformation is pretended that ever was in this 
Kingdom, and a Parliament fitting, and be-ei- 
ther wholly filent or oppoſe faintly ; be afraid of 
diſpleaſing ſome great Man, of hazarding a little 
Eſtate and Liberty ?j Was the lukewarm Angel 
eee Ha whom 
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V hom God had caſt out of his Church for not 
being zealous enough, yet ſo zealous as to hazard 
all againſt a Toleralion of Popery? And ſhall the 
Preſlylerians Orthodox Godly Miniſters be ſo. cold 
as to let Anabaptiſm, Brownſm, Autinomianiſm, 
 Liberliniſm, Independency, come in upon us, and, 
keep in a whole Skin? Certainly the Biſhops and , 
their Chaplains ſhall riſe up in Judgment againſt _ 
the Miniſtry of this Generation, who appeared 
againſt. the Mind of the King, Counſel, - and ſo 
powerful a Faction as was for Popery, and the 
Toleration of it in thoſe Days, if they be ſilent or 


meally-mouthed, beſides the Shame and Diſho- 


nour of it here, before the Churches abroad, and 


good Men at Home, who will lay all the Blame 


upon the Miniſters, and ſay, We may thank 
them for this, for dealing no more freely, nor. 
faithfully with the Kingdom, crying out an un- 


worthy Aſſembly, an unworthy Miniſtry in City 


and Country, to ſit ſtill, and ſuffer all theſe Er- 
rors and poyſonous Principles, in Books, Sermons, 


to come in upon us, and to paſs unqueſtioned. 
O for ſome Gabriel Powels, Downhams, Abbots, 


' &c. to write, preach, remonſtrate, proteſt a- 
gainſt the Errors and Ways of theſe Times. 
is want of Courage and ſpeaking out hath un- 
done us; and *tis'only Boldneſs and Freedom, in 
ſpeaking, to declare particularly ſuch Books 


come forth, ſuch Sermons preached, ſuch Pra- 


Ciices plaid, ſuch Perſons preferred and ſuffered, 
ſach Partiality uſed, Sc. in Reference to the 


Sectaries, that muſt recover us; there's no Way 


to put a Stop to Things, and fave all from Ru- 


in, but preſent Courage and heroick Reſolution, 
and let's ſpeak out, and ſuffer no longer a Com- 


pany of giddy cunning ſelf-ſecking Sedtarics, o 


betray 


leer 

betray the Truth of God, and to abuſe and undo 
two Kingdoms. Let's therefore fill all Preſ- 
ſes, cauſe all Pulpits to ring, and ſo poſſeſs Par- 
liament, City, and Whole Kingdom againſt the 
Sects, and of the Evil of Schiſm and a Toleration, 
that we may no more hear of a Tbleration, nor of 
ſeparated Churches, being hateful Names in the 

Church of God. AMEN, SEN. : 
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